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outward requirements are concerned, though, as I have
said, there are no doubt influences widely spread which
tend to its relaxation. This is the'case in Northern
India, at any rate.
Much has been said about the Brahmist movement
The number of its professed adherents is very small, but
many of the educated class are imbued with its spirit
Years ago branches of the Brahmist Sumaj were formed
in the great cities of the North-West by young Bengalees
employed in the public offices. For a time their services
were'kept up zealously, but soon they declined. The
last time I heard about these communities most had ceased
to exist, and only two or three had any sign of vitality.
So far as I have learned, the Brahmists have had very
few adherents from the Hindus of the North-West, At
first sight Brahmism seems an advance towards the
Gospel, and a preparation for its reception, but the best
of our native Christians in Calcutta look on it as fur-
nishing a welcome abode to those who cannot remain
Hindus, and yet for various reasons refuse to embrace
Christ as .their Lord and Saviour. Its avowed hostility
to definite doctrine, to what is denounced as dogma, the
dreamy sentimentalism characteristic of the system, the
ignoring to a great extent of the terrible facts of man's
depravity and guilt, and the coquetting with Vedism, do
little towards bringing its adherents to the feet of Jesus.
The Brahmists used at one time to taunt us with our
divisions, but for a long time they have had two separate
Sumajes, composed respectively of Conservatives and
Liberals, In consequence of Chunder Sen's Hindu
proclivities in his later years,. the Liberals became
divided among themselves, the majority having seceded,
while a few remained his devoted followers, who are